
than 20 percent of industry
payments directly related to the
topic of the presentation were not
reported by physicians. In addition,
half of all payments indirectly
related to the topic of the presenta-
tion were not reported.

Determining disclosure
All four physician researchers are
themselves members of the AAOS.
They sought to “assess the accuracy
of physicians’ conflict-of-interest
disclosures.” Relying on the Final
Program from the 2008 Annual
Meeting and reports from five
manufacturers of hip and knee
implants, who were required to
list payments to physicians under
settlements the companies made
with the Department of Justice,
the researchers compared the
program’s list of authors,
presenters, faculty, board
members, and committee
members to the companies’
lists of physicians who
received payments (as of
December 2007).

Researchers also looked at the
“relatedness” of the payments to
the presentations. Because the
companies manufactured hip and
knee implants, payments were
considered “directly related” to

presentations that focused on
implants in those joints; if the pre-
sentation involved arthroplasty but
focused on something other than
hip or knee implants, the payment
was considered “indirectly related.”
Presentations on other topics were
considered “unrelated” to the
payment.

The researchers then compared
their lists to the disclosures printed
in the final program. Any report of
receiving something of value was
considered disclosure of a conflict
of interest. A follow-up survey
among physicians who did not
disclose payments was conducted
to identify the reasons for the
nondisclosure.

1,347 payments to
1,162 physicians
Based on information on the
companies’ web sites, the five
companies made a total of 1,347
payments to 1,162 physicians.
More than 14 percent of the physi-
cians received payments from more
than one company.

Of these 1,347 payments, 344
were made to orthopaedists who
authored presentations or served as
faculty or board members at the 2008
AAOS Annual Meeting. Only 245 of
these payments (71.2 percent) were
disclosed, however, in the final
program book. Of the 208 directly
related payments, 165 (79.3 percent)
were disclosed; of the 32 indirectly

related payments, 16 (50 percent)
were disclosed. Slightly less than half
of unrelated payments (29 of 59)
were disclosed. The total value of the
undisclosed payments (directly and
indirectly related) was more than
$11.8 million.

Getting it right
In response to the study, AAOS
President Joseph D. Zuckerman,
MD, noted “The AAOS has and
will continue to take steps to ensure
that the presentation of information
at our annual meetings is free from
commercial bias and that our
members disclose all conflicts of
interest. It is in everyone’s best
interests to get it right, and we will
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< Presentation Title >< Presentation Title >
< Presenter< Presenter’’s Name >s Name >

My disclosure is in the My disclosure is in the 

Final Program Final Program 

Book and in the Book and in the 

AAOS database.AAOS database.

I have no potentialI have no potential

Conflict with Conflict with 

this presentation.this presentation.

My disclosure is in My disclosure is in 

the Final Program the Final Program 

Book and in the Book and in the 

AAOS database.AAOS database.

I have a potential I have a potential 

conflict with conflict with 
this presentation due to this presentation due to ……

< Presentation Title >< Presentation Title >
< Presenter< Presenter’’s Name >s Name >

One or more of the authors One or more of the authors 
of the next presentation of the next presentation 

have identified the following have identified the following 
potential conflicts of interest:potential conflicts of interest:

a.a. Consulting/Royalty payments Consulting/Royalty payments 
directly related to products discusseddirectly related to products discussed

b.b. Consulting/Royalty payments for Consulting/Royalty payments for 
other products from the same other products from the same 
company as the products discussedcompany as the products discussed

c.c. Research or other financial support Research or other financial support 
from the same company as the from the same company as the 
products discussedproducts discussed

d.d. NoneNone

Fig. 1 Templates have been developed for onsite disclosure during presentations; the first slide of every presentation
must include disclosure information.

TRUSTWORTHY from page 1

ANNUAL MEETING PARTICIPANT GUIDELINES
The AAOS has long taken seriously the matter of physician self-disclosure of potential conflicts in all of its continuing medical education activities.
Requirements that presentations at its Annual Meeting be free of commercial bias and that presenters complete a financial disclosure statement have
been in effect for several years. Over the years, the guidelines for participants have been strengthened and expanded to ensure appropriate disclosure
of conflicts of interest and to eliminate commercial bias.

After each Annual Meeting, the Annual Meeting Committee and its various subcommittees conduct a review and update or refine participant
guidelines. The following participant guidelines apply to the 2010 AAOS Annual Meeting:

• All authors for a paper, poster, or scientific exhibit, and all faculty
for instructional course lectures and symposia must individually
submit their own disclosure information.

• All presenters must include a slide with their mandatory financial
disclosure immediately after their first/title slide.

• Course and symposium handouts may not include the name of any
commercial entity or product. No specific device, implant,
instrument, or drug name should be used.

• Moderators may announce a faculty member’s documentation of
the potential conflict as noted in the final program or ask the
faculty member directly if such a conflict exists.

• Moderators are instructed to challenge any statement they perceive
as commercially biased, by asking a speaker for peer-reviewed
evidence of a statement or asking whether other products or
treatments effect similar outcomes.

• Commercial funding of any poster presentation is expressly
prohibited; funding of poster presentations is limited to individuals,
hospitals, and educational institutions.

• Scientific Exhibits must display a statement indicating the highest
level of conflict related to the exhibit immediately below the exhibit
title and listing of authors’ names.

In addition, the following penalties apply to individuals who fail to
complete the required disclosure:
• Failure by one or more authors of a Scientific Exhibit to submit

disclosure by the deadline will result in withdrawal of the Scientific
Exhibit from the meeting.

• Faculty members who fail to complete the required disclosure will
not be allowed to speak and will be replaced.

• Failure by one or more authors of a podium or poster presentation
to complete the required disclosure by the deadline will result in
withdrawal of that paper or poster from the meeting.
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