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would be coded 22845; one placed
from C3-C7 would be coded
22846. Code 22847 would be used
for an anterior rod placed from
T2-T10. 

Posterior instrumentation
codes are defined as segmental
and nonsegmental. Nonsegmental
instrumentation means that 
the construct has only two 
points of attachment; segmental
instrumentation means that at
least three points of attachment
are used. 

For example, the surgeon
places pedicle screws bilaterally at
L2 and L4 and then inserts a rod.

Because there are only two points
of attachment, this is considered
nonsegmental instrumentation,
even though the rod spans 
three vertebrae. If, however, the
surgeon placed pedicle screws
bilaterally at L2, L3, and L4 and
then inserts a rod, the procedures
would be considered segmental
instrumentation.  

Instrumentation code 22841
covers internal spinal fixation by
wiring of the spinous processes
and may not be reported with
other instrumentation CPT codes.
The code for pelvic fixation
(22848), however, may be

reported in addition to other
instrumentation codes. Cages
may be reported one time per
interspace

Grafts
Codes 20930-20938 apply only to
bone grafts used for spine surgery.
CPT codes 20930 -20938 may
each be reported during the same
operative session but each code
may only be reported one time.
Bone graft codes were revised in
2008 to become add-on codes
instead of modifier 51 exempt
codes. This status change does not
result in a change in expected

reimbursement, but better defines
the appropriate application of
these codes in conjunction with
arthrodesis procedures.

Additional Procedures 
Codes 22849, 22850, 22852, and
22855 cover additional procedures
such as the removal and reinser-
tion of devices. CPT code 22849
(reinsertion of spinal fixation
device) is reported when instru-
mentation is removed and rein-
serted at the same exact level

TABLE 2  OSTEOTOMY CODES

Code Description
Posterior or posterolateral approach
22206 Osteotomy of spine, posterior or posterolateral 

approach, three columns, one vertebral segment 
(eg, pedicle/vertebral body subtraction); thoracic 

22207 Osteotomy of spine, posterior or posterolateral 
approach, three columns, one vertebral segment 
(eg, pedicle/vertebral body subtraction); lumbar

22208 Osteotomy of spine, posterior or posterolateral 
approach, three columns, one vertebral segment 
(eg, pedicle/vertebral body subtraction); each additional 
vertebral segment (List separately in addition to code 
for primary procedure) 

22210 Osteotomy of spine, posterior or posterolateral 
approach, one vertebral segment; cervical 

22212 Osteotomy of spine, posterior or posterolateral 
approach, one vertebral segment; thoracic 

22214 Osteotomy of spine, posterior or posterolateral 
approach, one vertebral segment; lumbar 

22216 Osteotomy of spine, posterior or posterolateral 
approach, one vertebral segment; each additional 
vertebral segment (List separately in addition to 
primary procedure)

Anterior approach
22220 Osteotomy of spine, including discectomy, anterior 

approach, single vertebral segment; cervical

22222 Osteotomy of spine, including discectomy, anterior 
approach, single vertebral segment; thoracic

22224 Osteotomy of spine, including discectomy, anterior 
approach, single vertebral segment; lumbar

22226 Osteotomy of spine, including discectomy, anterior 
approach, single vertebral segment; each additional 
vertebral segment (List separately in addition to code 
for primary procedure)

TABLE 3  INSTRUMENTATION CODES

Code Description
Anterior instrumentation
22845 Anterior instrumentation; 2 to 3 vertebral segments 

(List separately in addition to code for primary procedure) 

22846 Anterior instrumentation; 4 to 7 vertebral segments 
(List separately in addition to code for primary procedure)

22847 Anterior instrumentation; 8 or more vertebral segments 
(List separately in addition to code for primary procedure)

Posterior instrumentation
22840 Posterior non-segmental instrumentation (eg, Harrington 

rod technique, pedicle fixation across one interspace, 
atlantoaxial transarticular screw fixation, sublaminar 
wiring at C1, facet screw fixation) (List separately in 
addition to code for primary procedure)

22842 Posterior segmental instrumentation (eg, pedicle fixation, 
dual rods with multiple hooks and sublaminar wires); 3 to 
6 vertebral segments (List separately in addition to code for
primary procedure)

22843 Posterior segmental instrumentation (eg, pedicle fixation, 
dual rods with multiple hooks and sublaminar wires); 7 to
12 vertebral segments (List separately in addition to code 
for primary procedure)

22844 Posterior segmental instrumentation (eg, pedicle fixation, 
dual rods with multiple hooks and sublaminar wires); 
13 or more vertebral segments (List separately in addition 
to code for primary procedure)

Other instrumentation codes 
22841 Internal spinal fixation by wiring of spinous processes 

(List separately in addition to code for primary procedure).

22848 Pelvic fixation (attachment of caudal end of 
instrumentation to pelvic bony structures) other than 
sacrum (List separately in addition to code for primary 
procedure).

22851 Application of intervertebral biomechanical device(s) 
(eg, synthetic cage(s), threaded bone dowel(s), methyl-
methacrylate) to vertebral defect or interspace (List 
separately in addition to code for primary procedure).

See CODING, page 38
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