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Every two years, the AAOS research
department conducts a census of
AAOS members. The 2008 census
questionnaire will be released in
April. Your participation is vital for
providing information on how AAOS
can serve you better.

How does gathering this type of
information help you? Primarily by
giving the Academy an understanding
of who you are, how you practice,
and how the field of orthopaedic
surgery is evolving. This ensures that
Academy programs and products are

designed to address your professional
needs and interests.

In addition, the census is a rich
source of data on orthopaedic prac-
tice statistics and membership trend
information (Fig. 1). These data
enable the AAOS to respond to
member, media, and policymaker
inquiries about changes and trends in
the orthopaedic workforce and to
provide statistics related to
orthopaedic practice and practice
management issues. These statistics
are especially useful in addressing
reimbursement, advocacy, and
funding issues. Your responses help
keep the AAOS database current.

Finally, information about indi-
vidual members and their practice
settings helps the Academy to identify
specialized populations whose input
into new technologies and educa-
tional needs is vital to future
programming.

Participate online
You can see how AAOS uses census
information by visiting the research
portion of the AAOS Web site. Access
the most recent census (2006
Orthopaedic Practice in the United
States [OPUS]) at http://www.aaos.
org/Research/stats/2006opus.pdf

Then get ready to participate in
the 2008 census. You’ll be able to
access the questionnaire online begin-
ning in April. Every effort will be
made to ensure that participation is
convenient and easy. If you prefer,
you can also submit your answers via
fax or mail. Be sure to have your

member ID number—as well as
recent financial/tax information—on
hand when you complete the census
form. NOW

Heidi Schmalz is manager, research
surveys, and Hazel Natividad is a
research analyst in the surveys area.

PARTICIPATION IS KEY TO SHAPING THE FUTURE

Coming soon: 2008 member census 
By Heidi Schmalz and Hazel Natividad

Facts from the 2006
AAOS member census
• Women make up only 

3 percent of the total
orthopaedic workforce.

• Ten percent of practicing
surgeons are members of
minority groups, but 18
percent of candidates/appli-
cant members are from
minority groups.

• Asian Americans remain the
largest minority group.

• Female orthopaedic
surgeons are more racially
diverse than males.

Figure 1 Although most orthopaedic surgeons are Caucasian, the 2006 member
survey found higher percentages of minority members among younger surgeons,
indicating an increasing trend toward diversity.

AAOS files two amicus briefs
By Grant Nyhammer, JD

On Nov. 12, 2007, the Executive
Committee of the American
Association of Orthopaedic Surgeons
(AAOS) approved filing amicus curie
briefs in two cases before the U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia.

Restrictions on tobacco
marketing needed
The first case is U.S. Department of
Justice v. Philip Morris, which is an
appeal by Philip Morris USA, Inc.,
and other tobacco manufacturers
(collectively “Morris”), of a decision
by the U.S. District Court in a civil
case brought by the U.S. Department
of Justice (DOJ). Morris is appealing
the finding that they violated the
Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt
Organizations Act by participating in
a conspiracy to preserve profits by
misleading the public about the

dangers of tobacco.
The District Court’s decision,

which was more than 1,700 pages in
length, describes, as part of the
conspiracy, the “intricate, inter-
locking, and overlapping web of
national and international…research
laboratories” funded by Morris for
the purpose of countering “the
growing scientific evidence that
smoking causes cancer and other
illnesses.”

The brief filed by the AAOS
supports the District Court’s decision
and argues that restrictions on the
marketing of tobacco to children are
necessary. The American Medical
Association, American Thoracic
Society, Mississippi State Medical
Society, Public Health Advocacy
Institute, and the Society for Thoracic
Surgeons joined the brief. A link to
more information about the appeal is

available on the AAOS Now Web 
site at www.aaos.org/now

A link to the AAOS position 
statement on “Smoking and the
Musculoskeletal System” also can 
be found on the AAOS Now Web
site.

Protecting physician privacy
The second case is Consumers’
Checkbook Center for the Study of
Services v. U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services. The Centers for
Medicare and Medical Services
(CMS) is appealing a decision by the
U.S. District Court that would
require CMS to disclose 2004
Medicare claims (exclusive of patient
data) submitted by physicians in
Washington, D.C., Illinois, Maryland,
Washington state, and Virginia. The
information was requested under the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

by Consumers’ Checkbook Center
(Checkbook).

CMS refused to provide the infor-
mation by ruling that an exception to
FOIA protects the privacy interests of
the physicians. After CMS denied the
request, Checkbook filed suit and the
District Court ruled that the informa-
tion must be disclosed because FOIA
does not protect details of physician
business relationships.

The AAOS (along with 16 other
medical societies) will be filing a 
brief in January 2008 supporting 
the CMS ruling. A link to the 
District Court opinion can be 
found on the AAOS Now Web site 
at www.aaos.org/now NOW

Grant Nyhammer is the AAOS
assistant general counsel. He can be
reached at nyhammer@aaos.org 
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