
When planning your itinerary for
the 2010 annual meeting in new
orleans, be sure to put checking-in
at registration at the top of the list.
not doing so may compromise
your ability to claim all the contin-
uing medical education (Cme)
credits for your participation in
the meeting’s educational activities.

beginning with the 2010 annual
meeting, the academy will be en-
forcing new rules on the number
of Cme credits that annual meet-
ing attendees can claim. the aaos
transcript system will track your
eligible Cme credit based on the
day you officially check-in on site.
a maximum of 35.5 ama pra
Category 1 Creditstm will be al-
lowed for the entire meeting—
tuesday through friday. but if you
check-in on Wednesday, your
transcript will show you are only
eligible to claim a maximum of
30 Cme credits (table 1).

“all Cme-accredited organiza-
tions, including the academy, are
under increased scrutiny for how
they award Cme credit,” said
Charles T. Price, MD, chair of the
aaos annual meeting Commit-
tee. “We need to be sure that the
Cme credit we certify is consistent
with attendees’ presence at the
meeting and the easiest way to do
this is to track when physicians
check-in.”

mark Wieting, aaos chief edu-
cation officer, added, “it only
stands to reason that you can’t
claim Cme credit for the days you
aren’t in attendance.”

honor the system
the academy’s Cme credit system
is an honor system. physicians

should claim Cme credits only for
educational activities in which they
actively participate.

“We believe the honor system
works, but we also need some
measure of accountability to main-
tain our accreditation as a Cme
body. this is necessary to help
maintain the integrity of the acad-
emy,” said dr. price.

Cme-qualifying activities are
those which the academy has re-
viewed and approved for Cme
credit based on their educational
content. they include symposia,
instructional courses, podium pre-
sentations, multimedia education
center activities, poster presenta-
tions, scientific exhibits, and par-
ticipation in specialty day events.

industry-sponsored education,
however, is not considered Cme.

that means time spent in the ex-
hibit hall, including the electronic
skills pavilion, should not be
claimed as Cme.

“the Cme process involves
evaluating the educational content
to eliminate any commercial bias,”
explained dr. price. “because the
academy doesn’t oversee the edu-
cational content in the electronic
skills pavilion or exhibit areas, we
can’t verify or certify it as Cme.”

other exempt activities include
the annual business meetings,
opening Ceremony, and Ceremo-
nial meeting.

“the Cme transcript, available
to members at www.aaos.org/tran-
script,” said mr. Wieting, “will
post the maximum number of
credits you may claim, based on
the day you checked in. you have

to actually post to the transcript
the credits you are entitled to,
based on the hours you partici-
pated in educational sessions.”

Don’t forget to check-in
it’s easy to get caught up in the ex-
citement of all that annual meet-
ing offers and forget to check-in.
With your official badge and in-
structional course tickets in hand,
you may be tempted to simply
head to the sessions. resist! With
the new policy, you won’t be eligi-
ble to claim Cme credit for activi-
ties you participated in if you were
not checked-in on the day they
occurred.

Check-in and on-site registra-
tion will be available daily in
academy hall b2. this year’s ex-
tended hours are designed to move
attendees quickly through the lines
(table 2). members who have pre-
registered—and saved themselves
the $150 on-site registration fee—
can check-in even quicker at the
advance registration counters.
(online registration, available at
www.aaos.org/ register, closes
Jan. 27.)

the annual meeting offers at-
tendees a host of benefits, not the
least of which is an outstanding ed-
ucational experience. to ensure you
receive the valuable Cme credit it
provides, remember to check-in the
day you arrive! NOW

Maureen leahy is assistant man-
aging editor for aaos now. she
can be reached at leahy@aaos.org

Mark Wieting is chief education
officer for the AAos. He can be
reached at wieting@aaos.org

Change in claiming Cme credits at
the annual meeting
by maureen leahy

CheCk-in Upon arrival to reCeive all yoUr Cme Credits

54 aaosnow January 2010 yoUr aaos

Table 1: Available CME credit

Check-in OR Register Maximum Maximum
at the Meeting on: Daily Credit Meeting Credits

Tuesday, March 9 up to 5.5 35.5

Wednesday, March 10 up to 10 30

Thursday, March 11 up to 10 20

Friday, March 12 up to 10 10

CME credit for Saturday, March 13 Specialty Day activities varies by society. Credits range from 5.5
to 9.25 AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM per activity.

Table 2: On-site check-in/registration hours

Date Time

Tuesday, March 9 11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 10 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 11 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Friday, March 12 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 13 7:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

pat on the back…
• members of the 2009-2010 executive Committee of the
american shoulder and elbow society: gerald R. Williams Jr.,
MD, president; frances Cuomo, MD, president-elect; Jon J.P.
Warner, MD, vice president; Evan L. flatow, MD, immediate
past president; Christopher M. Jobe, MD, past president;
Michael L. Pearl, MD, secretary/treasurer; Anthony Miniaci,
MD, fRCSC, and Marc R. Safran, MD, members-at-large

NOW

in memoriam
Billy M. Adamson, MD

may 2009
Creston, Calif.

Norman M. heyman, MD
nov. 27, 2009

bridgewater, n.J.

Donald R. Townsend, MD
oct. 7, 2009

oakland, Calif.

William J. Vanderyt, MD
november 2009
doraville, ga.

Joel P. Vatter, MD
gulf breeze, fla.

Bradley David Youse, MD
dec. 1, 2009
shelby, ohio
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