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Your case list and other informa-
tion is available to the ABOS
Credentials Committee, which can
accept, defer, or deny application
for sitting for the examination or
require a particular pathway for
evaluation.

Upon receipt of your completed
electronic application, the ABOS
conducts a peer review of your
professional standing. Individuals
within your practice community
will be sent evaluation forms, based
on the following six general
competencies as defined by the
Accreditation Council for Graduate

Medical Education and the
American Board of Medical
Specialties:
• medical knowledge
• patient care
• interpersonal and communica-

tion skills
• professionalism
• practice-based learning and

improvement
• systems-based practice

The ABOS Credentials
Committee reviews all completed
and returned forms. Information
obtained through the peer-review
process—including responses from

the orthopaedists, administrators,
and staff—is part of this MOC
component.

Applying for and taking the
examination
Visit the ABOS Web site to apply
for the recertification examination.
When the ABOS receives your
MOC Recertification Examination
application, it will begin a formal
credentialing process. When you
have successfully completed the
credentialing process and have
completed the life-long learning
requirement, you will be admitted

to take an examination.
Contact the ABOS at (919) 929-

7103 or visit http://www.abos.org
for specific information about
MOC requirements and deadlines.
MOC timelines for diplomates
whose certificates expire in 2010
through 2017 are available on the
ABOS Web site by clicking on the
“Diplomates” tab and selecting 
the year your certificate will expire.

NOW

Jennie McKee is a staff writer for
AAOS Now. She can be reached at
mckee@aaos.org

Fig. 1 These timelines appeared in the January 2008 ABOS Diplomate newsletter and detail MOC requirements and due dates for those whose certificates
expire in 2010, 2011, or 2012, and who wish to take the 2010 examination.

Fi
gu

re
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 t

he
 A

m
er

ic
an

 B
oa

rd
 o

f 
O

rt
ho

pa
ed

ic
 S

ur
ge

ry

Maintenance of Certification for Diplomates of the 
American Board of Orthopaedic Surgery with 

CERTIFICATES EXPIRING IN 2010, 2011, OR 2012 
who want to take the 2010 Examination
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