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assurance—both technical and
interpretive.

In addition, Magnetic Resonance
Imaging Operations—
Organization, another standards
document, details the administrative
and operational functions necessary
to support an MRI lab, including
personnel (medical and technical),
supervision, support services, phys-
ical facilities, examination interpre-
tation, report and records, safety
and patient confidentiality, and
quality assurance (including a
requirement for a quality assurance
committee to oversee system and
laboratory performance).

The user-friendly ICAMRl
online accreditation allows for easy
application access and submission.

All labs seeking accreditation must
purchase access to the ICAMRl
online accreditation application for
$200. laboratories are required to
electronically upload all supporting
documentation and attachments,
with the exception of the case
studies, and should allow several
weeks to compile, refine, and
organize the required protocols,
reports, and supplemental materials
in preparation for application
submission.

The IAC
ICAMRl is a member of the
Intersocietal Accreditation
Commission (IAC), a recognized
contributor to continuous improve-
ments in health care. Other divi-

sions of the IAC include the
Intersocietal Commission for the
Accreditation of vascular
laboratories (ICAvl), the
Intersocietal Commission for the
Accreditation of echocardiography
laboratories (ICAel), the
Intersocietal Commission for the
Accreditation of nuclear Medicine
laboratories (ICAnl), and the
Intersocietal Commission for the
Accreditation of Computed
Tomography laboratories
(ICACTl).

To date, the IAC accrediting
bodies have granted accreditation to
more than 8,000 laboratory sites
throughout the united States,
Canada, and Puerto Rico. each of
the five IAC accrediting divisions

offers a comprehensive, peer-review
accreditation program for its respec-
tive area of diagnostic testing and is
recognized for providing a mecha-
nism through which laboratories
can demonstrate their commitment
to quality care. The accreditation
granted by the IAC signifies that a
laboratory has been reviewed by an
independent agency and that the
applicant facility was found to be in
substantial compliance with objec-
tive standards of quality.

To learn more about ICAMRl
accreditation, visit the ICAMRl
Web site (www.icamrl.org), or call
the IAC office at 800-838-2110.
Additional contact information is
provided online at
http://www.intersocietal.org NOW
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OMegA releases data on grants
By Rhonda Taira

ReCIPIenT PROgRAM AnD POPulATIOnS DATA fOR 2009–2010 ACADeMIC yeAR

The OMegA Medical grants
Association received 258 applica-
tions for the 2009–2010 academic
year: 150 for fellowships in 9
orthopaedic specialties and 108 for
residency/general education. As part
of the application process, OMegA
collects information about the
educational programs and the
populations served. This informa-
tion helps in the following ways:
• It demonstrates the need for

continuing support.
• It provides a long view of the

orthopaedic profession.
• It enables us to compare popula-

tions served against the popula-
tion in general.
for example, based on our

current data, OMegA can track
past sources of funding against
future sources of funding to
monitor the need for support
without any conflicts of interest.
Our analysis shows that institutions
provide the majority of the funding
for a fellow, supplying an average
of 68.2 percent of the support.

less than half of fellowship
programs (44.7 percent) received
industry funding; the percent of
support varied greatly. government
support also varies. for example,
the Canadian programs that applied
for OMegA grants received about

a quarter of their funding from the
province (comparable to a u.S.
state), significantly more than any
u.S. programs.

Professional trends
Data collected during this first year
will provide a baseline for tracking
future trends. One measure is
accreditation from the
Accreditation Council for graduate
Medical education (ACgMe).
More than half (56 percent) of u.S.
fellowship programs that applied
for OMegA funding were
ACgMe-accredited; 81 percent
were associated with an
ACgMe-accredited residency
program. nearly all (99 percent)
residency programs—both
allopathic and osteopathic—were
ACgMe-accredited.

The average fellowship program
had 2.5 fellows, although some
programs had as many as
10 fellows. Residency programs
were larger, with an average of
5 residents per program. here,
too, however, the largest program
had only 10 residents. Three out
of four residency programs
(76 percent) are in academic
institutions; the remaining
residency programs are in
community hospitals.

Diversity
Paralleling the u.S. population,
fellowship programs serve primarily
Caucasians (Table 1). not surpris-
ingly, those age 65 or older account
for nearly a third of the fellowship
service population, even though this
age group is only 12 percent of the
u.S. population (2005 census).

next month, we will share some
of the aggregate fellow information
gleaned from the first quarter
reports provided by fellowship
grant recipients. fellow information
is not requested until after the grant
has been awarded. This follows the
guidelines set by the American

Association of Medical Colleges,
keeps the fellow decision wholly in
the hands of the academic institu-
tion, and ensures that there is no
bias in OMegA’s grant recipient
decision-making process.

OMegA will not publish any
information about specific fellows,
providing another separation
between industry and academic
institutions that is at the foundation
of OMegA’s existence. NOW

Rhonda Taira is director, grants
management, OMeGA Medical
Grants Association.

Table 1: Demographics of U.S. Fellowship
Programs/U.S. Population

Characteristic Fellowship participants U.S. population

Caucasian 58.9% 67.0%

African American 16.6% 13.4%

Hispanic 11.8% 14.4%

Asian 5.7% 4.9%

Native American 2.2% 1.5%

Other 7.0% 5.5%

Age 18 and younger 12.7% 24.8%

Age 19–64 55.3% 63.0%

Age 65 and older 32.0% 12.0%
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