
Simply click on the
“Diplomates” tab and select the
year your certification will expire
from the drop-down menu. You
can also contact the ABOS at
(919) 929-7103.

Editor’s Note: The AAOS offers
a free transcript service that auto-
matically logs any CME credits
earned through Academy-
sponsored courses, multimedia
programs, and exams—as well as
CME credits earned from other
orthopaedic societies. In addition,
you can add any CME earned
from other sources (such as
orthopaedic specialty societies that

do not yet participate in the
unified transcript program) to the
online record. You will need to
retain your documentation from
those organizations. Visit the tran-
script service at
www.aaos.org/transcript

Myth 8: MOC doesn’t 
affect me yet.
Dr. Hurwitz: MOC is a continuing
process that requires your ongoing
participation and attention. No
matter which year your certifica-
tion expires, you should be plan-
ning your MOC participation and
engaging in CME and self-

assessment activities. For example,
because you must acquire CME
and SAE credits in two 3-year
cycles prior to applying for the
cognitive examination, those
whose certificates expire in 2017
and after should already be
acquiring CME and SAE credits as
part of the first 3-year cycle (see
Fig. 1).

In summary, if you have a time
limit on your board certification,
you need to be aware of your
MOC requirements and deadlines
and should be working toward
meeting them. In fact, even
orthopaedists whose board 

certification is not time-limited
may be required by their hospitals
to participate in the MOC
process.

Any other myths?
Remember, no matter what you
hear about MOC, the ABOS is the
only official source of information.
If you have a question, be sure to
contact the ABOS—either online at
http://www.abos.org or by phone
(919) 929-7103. NOW

Jennie McKee is a staff writer
for AAOS Now. She can be
reached at mckee@aaos.org

Fig. 1  The MOC requirements and deadlines for diplomates whose certification will expire in 2017.
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