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Cpt coding updates for 2010—part 1
by mary legrand, rn, ma, CCs-p, CpC

each year brings with it several
new orthopaedic-related Cpt
codes and guideline changes. both
are significant and physicians,
managers, and coding staff should
pay attention to the guidelines for
each section so that they are able
to incorporate these instructions
into daily coding practices.

the 2010 Current Procedural
terminology (CPt®) Manual in-
cludes several new or revised sec-
tions pertinent to orthopaedic
surgery. this article summarizes
changes to excision of tumor
codes, along with relevant instruc-
tions for integumentary coding. a
follow-up article next month will
review additional changes.

Symbol change
the 2010 CPt Manual—Profes-
sional edition introduces a new
symbol (#) to designate a rese-
quenced code. the symbol will be
used to identify resequenced codes

that are out of numerical order; a
reference placed numerically (eg,
“Code is out of numerical sequence.
see...”) will serve as a navigational
alert directing the user to the loca-
tion of the out-of-sequence code. a
summary list of resequenced codes
with a short explanation of rese-
quencing appears in appendix n.

this new symbol is being intro-
duced with the addition, revision,
and deletion of soft tissue and bone
resection codes in the muscu-
loskeletal system section. it enables
the placement of related concepts in
appropriate locations within the
families of codes regardless of the
availability of numbers for sequen-
tial numeric placement.

Surgery/integumentary
system changes
guideline changes have been made
for lesions, adjacent tissue transfer
and other flaps/grafts. Changes to
the guidelines for excision of be-

nign and malignant lesions focus
on when it is appropriate to report
closures separately and when the
services are inclusive to each other.

adjacent tissue transfer guide-
line changes reinforce that the ex-
cision of a lesion (codes
114xx–116xx) is included in the
adjacent tissue transfer. they also
describe the use of these codes in
repairs in which the surgeon cre-
ates the flap. a traumatic wound
that, by the nature of the injury, re-
quires undermining of the adjacent
tissue should not be reported using

the adjacent tissue codes.
guideline changes in “other

flaps/grafts” define the flaps and
the use of neurovascular (nv)
pedicle procedures when the flap
includes skin and a motor or sen-
sory nerve to reinnervate a struc-
ture, such as thumb injury
requiring an nv flap for recon-
struction/repair.

Surgery/Musculoskeletal
system changes
for orthopaedics, the most signifi-
cant changes are the introduction of
new musculoskeletal soft tissue and
bone resection Cpt codes and the
revision of current soft tissue and
bone resection codes. table 1 pro-
vides an overview of these new
codes by anatomic location and
tissue level.

the following four categories
have been created; in the first three
categories, codes are based on size
(postexcision tumor size plus mar-
gin) and location:
• Excision of subcutaneous soft

tissue tumors—Covers simple or
marginal resection of tumors
confined to the subcutaneous
tissue below the skin but above
the deep fascia. includes simple
and intermediate repair, but ex-
cludes “appreciable” vessel or
neuroplasty repairs.

• Excision of fascial or subfascial
soft tissue tumors—Covers re-
section of tumors confined to
the tissue within or below the
deep fascia, but not bone. in-
cludes simple and intermediate
repairs, but excludes “apprecia-
ble” vessel or neuroplasty
repairs.

• Radical resection of soft tissue
tumors—Covers resection of the
tumor with wide margins of nor-

Editor’s note: this is the first of a two-part article on updates to
Current procedural terminology (Cpt®) codes. in addition to the
changes covered in this column, see this month’s cover story,“Cms
eliminates reimbursement for medicare consultation services” for
more information on coding changes effective Jan. 1, 2010.
additional coding changes will be covered next month.

foCUs on tUmor Codes

See CODiNg, page 31

Table 1 New CPT tumor codes by anatomic location and tissue level

Location of tumor Subcutaneous Subfascial Radical resection Radical resection
excision excision of soft tissue of bone

Head 21011 21013 21015 21016
21012 21014

Neck and thorax 21555 21556 21557 NA
21552 21554 21558

Back and flank 21930 21932 21935 NA
21931 21933 21936

Abdomen 22902 22900 22904 NA
22903 22901 22905

Shoulder 23075 23076 23077 23200
23071 23073 23078 23210

23220

Humerus and elbow 24075 24076 24077 24150
24071 24073 24079 24152

Forearm and wrist 25075 25076 25077 25170
25071 25073 25078

Hand and fingers 26115 26116 26117 26250
(including vascular 26111 26113 26118 26260
malformation) 26262

Pelvis and hip joint 27047 27048 27049 27075
27043 27045 27059 27076

27077
27078

Femur and knee joint 27327 27328 27329 27365
27337 27329 27364

Leg and ankle joint 27618 27619 27615 27640
27632 27634 27616 27641

27645
27646
27647

Foot and toes 28043 28041 28046
28039 28045 28047
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