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24 Advocacy

PAC Helps Strengthen AAOS Stance on IOAS 
Member participation is key 
● Kristin Leighty

i t sometimes appears that every 
bit of good news in Washington, 
D.C., is accompanied by an 

equivalent amount of bad news. 
That’s certainly the case with re-
gard to the prospects for repeal of 
the Medicare sustainable growth 
rate (SGR) formula and the poten-
tial impact of that repeal on the 
in-office ancillary services (IOAS) 
exception. 

Thanks in part to efforts by the 
American Association of Ortho-
paedic Surgeons’ (AAOS) office of 
government relations, legislation 
to repeal the SGR formula passed 
the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee this summer without 
opposition. The framework now 
lies with the House Ways and 
Means Committee, which must de-
termine how to pay for the  
legislation. 

The AAOS was heavily involved 
in crafting the SGR repeal legisla-
tion and is committed to continu-
ing reform efforts. At the same 
time, the AAOS is concerned that 
the spending offsets needed to pay 
for the SGR repeal may result in 
cuts to other areas. The AAOS leg-
islative team and AAOS members 
across the country are working ag-
gressively to ensure that the offsets 
do not result in a narrowing or clo-
sure of the IOAS exception.

Grassroots outreach
AAOS fellows and orthopaedic 
state societies used the August 
Congressional recess as an op-
portunity to meet with their rep-
resentatives and key legislators. 
The goal was to educate them on 
the importance of advanced imag-

ing and physical therapy services 
in delivering high-quality, coordi-
nated care. Matthew J. Weresh, 
MD, of Des Moines Orthopaedic 
Surgeons, met with Iowa Senator 
Chuck Grassley, a senior member 
of the Senate Finance Committee, 
at a local fundraising event. 

“I was able to share with him 
real examples of how in-office an-
cillary services advance our ability 
to get timely information to our 
patients and make treatment-based 
decisions much more quickly than 
we otherwise could,” said  
Dr. Weresh. 

Dr. Weresh realizes the impor-
tance of educating policymakers 
on the IOAS issue. “The only way 
we can continue to combat these 
threats is to share tangible evidence 
of how these services are integrated 
into our practices and care models, 
as well as other reviews that sug-
gest utilization of these services is 
actually on the decline. We have to 
tell our patients’ stories,” he said.

The role of the PAC
In addition to grassroots outreach, 
the Orthopaedic Political Action 
Committee (PAC) is a powerful 
tool in the fight to preserve the 
IOAS exception by providing criti-
cal access to key decision makers in 
Washington. Leveraging the PAC’s 
ability to access and facilitate re-
lationships with policymakers is 
essential in efforts to combat oppo-
sition to this issue. 

The size and strength of the 
Orthopaedic PAC sets the AAOS 
apart from other medical societies 
with a presence inside the Beltway 
and helps the orthopaedic message 

resonate with top-level staff and 
Congressional leaders. Unilateral 
access to the key players is only 
attainable through strong grass-
roots efforts and a solid political 
presence. 

More than 2,850 AAOS mem-
bers have donated to the  
Orthopaedic PAC in 2013, raising 
$802,339.98 in personal dollar 
receipts through Sept. 3. Although 
this is a robust start, PACs spon-
sored by organizations that oppose 
the IOAS exception are raising 
even more funds.

RADPAC, the American Col-
lege of Radiology’s political action 
committee outraised the Orthopae-
dic PAC by more than $100,000 in 
the first half of 2013 (Table 1).  
RADPAC and its allies have 
launched an aggressive lobbying 
effort, making it essential that the 
Orthopaedic PAC keep pace by 
maintaining its standing as  
the largest medical PAC in  
Washington, D.C. 

Internal reports confirm the  
Orthopaedic PAC’s total receipts 
(personal and corporate contribu-
tions) total $1,152,664.84. All 
contributions to the Orthopae-
dic PAC—whether written on a 
personal or business (corporate) 
check—are welcome. However, 
corporate contributions can only 
be used for PAC-related adminis-
trative expenses. Only those con-
tributions written on a personal 
check can be used to support po-
litical candidates—and it is these 
contributions that help make the 
Orthopaedic PAC powerful. 

The Orthopaedic PAC is a 
strong tool in deterring the threat 
of narrowing or closing the IOAS 
exception but this effort requires 
ever-expanded and stronger PAC 
participation by AAOS members. 

Last election cycle, 28 percent of 
AAOS members contributed to the 
Orthopaedic PAC; so far this year, 
16 percent of AAOS members have 
contributed.

Join the fight
Although orthopaedic practice 
settings vary, preserving owner-
ship of IOAS is about protecting 
autonomy of orthopaedic surgeons 
to provide the highest quality, most 
efficient orthopaedic care for their 
patients. AAOS members can get 
involved by attending in-district 
meetings and events for members 
of Congress or hosting fundraising 
events for key champions on the 
issue, such as the fundraiser for 
Rep. Phil Gingrey hosted by Resur-
gens Orthopaedics in Atlanta. 

AAOS staff in the office of 
government relations can help 
facilitate a fundraising event or a 
visit with your Congressional leg-
islators. Both are very manageable 
undertakings by simply following a 
few easy steps. In addition to local 
outreach, the online AAOS Legisla-
tive Action Center (http://capwiz.
com/aaos/home/) is an easy way to 
contact your legislator about pre-
serving IOAS access for patients. 

This IOAS issue is critical to de-
livering high-quality, coordinated, 
orthopaedic care; your increased 
involvement is key to affecting the 
legislative discussion. For more in-
formation on how to get involved 
in IOAS advocacy efforts, contact 
the AAOS office of government 
relations at dc@aaos.org or call 
202-546-4430.   

Kristin Leighty is the PAC manager 
in the AAOs office of government 
relations; she can be reached at 
leighty@aaos.org

Table 1: PaC ComParison

Political Action Committee RADPAC—American Orthopaedic PAC—American  
 College of Radiology Association of Orthopaedic  
  Surgeons

PAC Membership 22,000 18,318

receipts $866,108 $688,690 (through 7/31/13)

Disbursements $394,0000 $452,700

Percentage to republicans 74 66

Percentage to Democrats 26 34

Other  6

Note: The RADPAC files activity reports monthly; the Orthopaedic PAC files them quarterly. Table 
reflects the most recent data available from the Center for Responsive Politics (opensecrets.org) at 
the time this publication went to press. 

The AAOS on IOAS
The in-office ancillary services (IOAS) exception to the Stark Law al-
lows physicians to own in-office ancillary services, such as imaging 
services and physical therapy services. The purpose of the IOAS ex-
ception is to improve patient care through better physician oversight 
of the quality of care, improved coordination among providers, and 
greater patient adherence to treatment plans recommended by physi-
cians due to convenience for patients. 

 The American Association of Orthoapedic Surgeons (AAOS) has 
recommended the following actions with regard to in-office ancillary 
services:
•	 Congress should enact public policies that encourage the integration 

of clinical services to achieve a more efficient healthcare delivery 
system.

•	 The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services should work with 
the AAOS to address concerns about utilization increases through 
the development of appropriate use criteria and quality measures.
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