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Republican Sweep Portends 
Changes for Health Care 
Trump presidency, Congressional control may result in repeal of ACA 
� ELIZABETH FASSBENDER, CATHERINE BOUDREAUX, STACIE MONROE, AND MANTHAN BHATT

CMS Releases MACRA/Quality 
Payment Program Final Rule
� ELIZABETH FASSBENDER AND SHREYASI DEB

On Friday, Oct. 14, the U.S. 
Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS) 

released the fi nal rule for the Medi-
care Quality Payment Program, 
which implements the Medicare 
Access and CHIP Reauthorization 
Act of 2015 (MACRA) and re-
places the sustainable growth rate 
formula. The Quality Payment Pro-
gram has two tracks for payment: 
the Merit-based Incentive Payment 
System (MIPS) and the Advanced 
Alternative Payment Models 

In an unexpected sweep of the 
executive and legislative races, 
Republicans not only clinched 

the White House but also retained 
control of both the House and 
Senate. Although Donald Trump 
proved to be a polarizing nominee, 
exit polls showed that 9 out of 10 
Republicans voted for him. Wins 
in states such as Michigan and 
Wisconsin enabled Mr. Trump to 
earn more than the 270 electoral 
votes (Fig. 1 on page 17) required 
to secure the presidency. With a 
campaign focused on “Making 
America Great Again,” Mr. Trump 
rallied voters around issues such 

as illegal immigration and the loss 
of American jobs due to what he 
called “bad trade deals.” 

It is expected that the Trump ad-
ministration will immediately work 
to repeal or roll back the Afford-
able Care Act (ACA) and imple-
ment proposals outlined in the Re-
publican policy platform. Just days 
before the election, Mr. Trump 
called for a “special session” of 
Congress to repeal the ACA. Since 
the election, he has reaffi rmed that 
healthcare reform is a priority. 

Speaker of the House Paul Ryan 
(R-Wisc.) has called the ACA a 
failure that is “collapsing under 

its own weight.” Although he has 
expressed confi dence that a Re-
publican Congress could coalesce 
around healthcare legislation, 
many Republicans remain di-
vided on the details of a healthcare 
overhaul. An outright repeal of 
the ACA could be complicated, 
given that the legislation extended 
healthcare coverage to more than 
20 million people, and includes 
popular provisions such as leav-
ing young adults on their parents’ 
health insurance plans until age 26 
and access to free contraception. In 
addition, Democrats in the Senate 
still have enough votes to fi libuster 
legislation. 

However, if Republicans are 
able to pass a budget resolution, 
they could use a procedure called 
“reconciliation” to repeal parts of 
the ACA. The procedure was tried 
earlier this year but was vetoed by 
President Obama. 

A replacement plan will likely 
feature the sale of health insurance 
across state lines, tax-free health 

Fig. 1 For providers participating in either MIPS or an Advanced APM, the cycle of the program 
works as shown here for the 2019 payment year.
SOURCE: CMS
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