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Degree of specialization
More than half (58 percent) of 
the orthopaedists who responded 
to the survey identifi ed them-
selves as specialists (Fig. 5), while 
25 percent were generalists with a 
specialty interest. The remaining 
17 percent identifi ed themselves as 
generalists.

Areas of focus
The 2016 Census Survey asked 
orthopaedists to identify their 
specialty areas. The top six areas 
of focus identifi ed were sports 
medicine, total joint, hand, adult 
spine, trauma, and pediatric 
orthopaedics.

2018 will be a census year
The next census data gathering 
year will be 2018. Questionnaires 
will be sent to AAOS members via 
email, fax, or mail. As always, we 
seek a 100 percent response rate; 
orthopaedic surgeons are therefore 
encouraged to answer the survey as 
soon as they receive it during the 
fi rst quarter of 2018.

The full 2016 OPUS re-

port is available to AAOS 
members at http://www.aaos.
org/2016censusreport/ AAOS log-
in and password are required to 
view the report, which is also avail-
able for purchase.  

John Cherf, MD, MPH, MBA, is the 
practice and payment section leader of 
the Health Care Systems Committee, a 
member of the Council on Education, 
and a member of the AAOS Now 
editorial board. Angela Buckley, MPA, 

is a research analyst in healthcare 
statistics and surveys in the AAOS 
department of research, quality, and 
scienti� c a� airs.
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Fig. 5 More than half of those who responded to the survey indicated 
they are specialists.
SOURCE: OPUS 2016, AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEONS

Fig. 4 Breakdown of practice settings.
SOURCE: OPUS 2016, AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEONS
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Call for Research Papers

Editor-in-Chief: William N. Levine, MD
Editor, Research: Jeffrey S. Fischgrund, MD

JAAOS, the #1 most-read journal by 
orthopaedic surgeons*, is expanding to include 
original research articles. 

Submit your best research study for consideration.

For more Information, visit  
editorialmanager.com/jaaos

*Kantar Media Medical/Surgical Readership Study in orthopaedic surgery 7-Q###
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