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AAOSAnnualMeeting draws international crowd
By Dallas Ann Tomlin

IT’S THE MEETING OF CHOICE FOR ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEONS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Attending a meeting outside your
home country takes planning,
resources, and commitment.
Although the location may be
exotic, the trip requires attention to
myriad details—from passports to
time changes to language. Deciding
to attend means the meeting must
be attractive on several levels—from
the education to the collegiality.
It’s no wonder, then, that the

Academy’s Annual Meeting appeals
to so many international attendees.
For example, more than 5,800
international attendees—physicians,
industry representatives, spouses,
and other nonphysicians—attended

the 2009 AAOS Annual Meeting in
Las Vegas. More than 90 percent of
the international attendees were
physicians.
More than 100 nations were

represented. The Guest Nation
Program, which honors a particular
country’s contributions to the field
of orthopaedics, honored Brazil and
led to a record number of Brazilian
attendees (599). The top 17 nations
accounted for more than 4,000
attendees, the bottom 17 nations
each sent 1 attendee (Table 1).
Although many of the countries
that sent just one surgeon are
among the most economically

depressed nations of the world,
they realize the value in sending
a physician to the AAOS Annual
Meeting to improve patient care
at home.
AAOS and its members should

be proud of the Annual Meeting’s
reputation as the world meeting for
orthopaedics. International atten-
dees not only learn valuable infor-
mation, but also provide a unique
perspective and the opportunity to
learn from them. The next time you
connect with an orthopaedic
surgeon from another country,
extend an invitation to the AAOS
Annual Meeting—the orthopaedic

meeting of choice for doctors from
all over the globe. NOW

Dallas Ann Tomlin is manager
of international rights and distribu-
tion in the AAOS international
department. She can be reached at
tomlin@aaos.org

WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT THE AAOS ANNUAL MEETING
Orthopaedic surgeons from around the world appreciate the education, the collegiality,
and the exposure to innovative ideas, techniques, and technology—just as U.S. surgeons do.

“The world of orthopaedics meets under one roof in an AAOS meeting, and the benefits are enormous. If you attend
one, you will endeavour to attend the next.” –Dr. Alex M. Buteera, Rwanda

“There is so much to read and so much to experience, time is not just enough. However, I take my hat off to those
who do so much to make the meeting so successful. I will keep on visiting AAOS Annual Meeting as a pilgrimage of
orthopaedics and I hope to present my experience in the years to come.” –Dr. Chakra Raj Pandey, Nepal

“Being the biggest meeting of orthopaedic surgeons in the world, the AAOS Annual Meetings is very informative; you
can get all your interesting information in very short time, but in highest level.” –Dr. Aare Märtson, Estonia

“The highlight of the meeting is the sheer amount of information and the opportunity to meet old friends from all
over the world.” –Dr. Miguel A. Ayerza, Argentina

VIETNAM from page 58

bags, and other items (Fig. 3). The
bikes are driven with and against
traffic, on the right and left sides of
the road, on sidewalks, and even in
the hotel lobbies.
According to the Vietnamese

National Traffic Safety Committee,
95 percent of the 26 million regis-
tered vehicles in Vietnam are motor-
bikes. Motorbike collisions account
for 73 percent of all road trauma.

Stay tuned
In the coming months, AAOS Now
will cover the experiences of
Drs. Tonino and Sweeney in Hue,

Dr. Weinstein’s experiences in Ho
Chi Minh City, and Dr. Cabanela’s
surgeries in Hanoi, as well as the
first visit under phase 2 of the
program, by Le Thua Trung Hau,
MD, who came to Chicago to meet
with Dr. Tonino and attend a
course sponsored by the
Arthroscopy Association of North
America at the Orthopaedic
Learning Center. NOW

Annie Hayashi is the senior
science writer for AAOS Now.
She can be reached at
hayashi@aaos.org Fig. 3 Vietnamese family on a motorbike

Table 1:Top 17 countries
represented at 2009 AAOS
Annual Meeting

Country Number of
attendees

Brazil 599

Mexico 490

Canada 431

Spain 297

United Kingdom 281

Japan 273

Italy 222

Argentina 196

Germany 185

Greece 166

France 154

Turkey 148

Colombia 145

Venezuela 139

Korea 136

Thailand 129

Australia 120

Countries sending a single attendee:
Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cayman
Islands, Estonia, Ghana, Greenland,
Guyana, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Martinique,
Nepal, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Senegal,
Suriname, Uruguay
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