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AAOS fellows casting ballots 
were overwhelmingly sup-
portive of the recommen-

dations on all AAOS resolutions 
and bylaw amendments in 2015. 
Fellows were asked to vote on six 
AAOS resolutions being considered 
under the 5-year review process. 
They also considered three Asso-
ciation bylaw amendments. 

At the time of the 2015 ballot-
ing, the AAOS had 23,802 active, 
emeritus, and inactive fellows 
eligible to vote. Ballots and infor-
mation on voting were delivered 
by e-mail, fax, and U.S. Postal Ser-
vice, and fellows were also able to 
review the issues and vote on the 
AAOS website. 

During the initial balloting pe-
riod, which ended on May 27, 
2015, 12 percent of eligible fellows 
voted. However, for resolutions to 
be adopted, the bylaws require that 
at least 20 percent of the fellow-
ship cast ballots. As a result, the 

AAOS Board of Directors autho-
rized reopening the ballot process 
for up to two additional 30-day 
periods. With the reopening of the 
balloting, a total of 4,928 valid 
ballots were received by August 21,  
2015, for a 20.7 percent response 
rate. 

All recommendations on the 

AAOS resolutions and bylaw 
amendments were adopted  
(Table 1). 

With the adoption of the bylaws 
amendment lowering the quorum 
requirement for the adoption of 
resolutions and bylaws from  
20 percent to 5 percent of all  
fellows, re-opening balloting  

to achieve the quorum call in years 
to come may no longer be  
necessary.     

Richard N. Peterson, JD, is the AAOS 
general counsel. He can be reached at 
peterson@aaos.org

Members Endorse Recommended 
Resolutions, Bylaw Amendments 
● RICHARD N. PETERSON, JD

TABLE 1: 2015 VOTING SUMMARY

Resolutions %Yes %No

Rescind Academy Resolution #1: Orthopaedic Learning Center (OLC)  55% 45%

Retain Academy Resolution #2: Process of Academy Approval of Evidence-Based Clinical Practice Guidelines (CPGs) 98% 2%

Retain Academy Resolution #3: Additional Subspecialty Certificates in Orthopaedic Surgery 94% 6%

Retain Association Resolution #4: AAOS Policy on Medical Care in the United States and Health Care Reform 98% 2%

Retain Association Resolution #5: Supply of Orthopaedic Surgeons 99% 1%

Retain Association Resolution #6: Evaluation/Management (E/M) and CPT Codes 99% 1%

Bylaw Amendments 

Adopt Bylaws Amendment Group #1: Modify Process for Electing Nominees to AAOS Leadership Positions 98% 2%

Adopt Bylaws Amendment Group #2:  Change Quorum Requirements for Fellowship Voting on AAOS Resolutions, 
 Bylaw Amendments, and Standards of Professionalism (SOP) 90% 10%

Adopt Bylaws Amendment Group #3: Modify Process for Considering AAOS Resolutions  97% 3%

The Importance of Orthopaedic Journals

The Aug. 17, 2015, edition 
of AAOS Headline News 
Now featured an article from 

the Journal of Foot & Ankle Sur-
gery, the official publication of 
the American College of Foot and 
Ankle Surgeons, a podiatric society. 
Although we understand the desire 
to share an alternate perspective 
on a controversial medical issue 
with your readership, we encour-
age the editorial board of Headline 
News Now to look first within the 
“House of Orthopaedics” for in-
novative and provocative investiga-
tions whose methodology, results, 
and conclusions have been vetted 
under a review process of utmost 
rigor and merit. We believe that 
evidence of highest substance and 
validity must inform any debate 
that ensues within the orthopaedic 

community in matters of patient 
care. 

The American Orthopaedic Foot 
& Ankle Society (AOFAS) is an 
orthopaedic subspecialty society 
devoted to the best interests of 
musculoskeletal patient care. The 
AOFAS is recognized as the pre-
eminent source for standards in 
public safety, healthcare policy, 
education, and research. Through 
its journal, Foot and Ankle In-
ternational (FAI), the AOFAS 
presents evidence of the highest 
quality to inform clinical decision 
making and health policy discus-
sions to ensure the safety, efficacy, 
and value of musculoskeletal care 
of the foot and ankle. In the future, 
the AOFAS would welcome the op-
portunity to bring investigations of 
worth and significance published 
in FAI to the attention of Headline 
News Now for the benefit of our 

orthopaedic colleagues and the 
well-being of our patients.

Brian C. Toolan, MD, AOFAS 
board member-at-large; Mark E. 
Easley, MD, AOFAS president; and 
Daniel C. Farber, MD

Editor’s response: AAOS Head-
line News Now frequently cites 
studies from a wide range of jour-
nals, both within and beyond the 
orthopaedic community. However, 
inclusion in AAOS Headline News 
Now is not, in any way, a state-
ment of support for the journal, 
study, or article cited. Rather, it is 
an attempt to draw readers’ atten-
tion to items of potential interest, 
based on a range of factors, includ-
ing frequency of the condition in 
orthopaedic patients, newsworthi-
ness of the release, and value or 
quality of the study. 

AAOS Headline News Now—

and AAOS Now—welcome the 
efforts of orthopaedic specialty 
societies to draw attention to sig-
nificant studies being published in 
their journals. Societies are invited 
to send potential items likely to be 
of interest to a general orthopaedic 
readership to aaoscomm@aaos.org 

SETTING AAOS NOW STRAIGHT

Setting Now 
Straight
If you want to set AAOS Now 
straight, send your letters to 
the Editor, AAOS Now, 9400 
West Higgins Rd., Rosemont, 
Ill. 60018; fax them to 847-
823-8033; or email them to
aaoscomm@aaos.org

Learn more at

www.tornieror.com or

www.vumedi.com
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Shoulder Arthroplasty for
Younger, Active Patients

1. Alexander Berth, Géza Pap (2012) Stemless shoulder prosthesis versus conventional
anatomic shoulder prosthesis in patients with osteoarthritis. J Orthpaed Traumatol 14:31-37

> Canal-sparing design preserves bone

>  Early intervention opportunity

> Reduces blood loss, OR time
and exposure to anesthesia1

 CAW-7608 rev A_ECN 150603_Simpliciti_King.indd   1 7/30/15   4:22 PM
AAOS Now_2015 October.indd   48 9/21/2015   9:32:17 AM


