
Parameter Active Wound 
Management 

Débridement (non 
fracture) 

Débridement Associated with Open 
Fracture /Dislocation 

Surgical Preparation/Skin Substitute 

CPT codes 97597 - 97598 11042, 11043, 11044 
+11045, +11046, +11047 

11010-11012 15002 - +15005 

Utilization 
purpose 

Removal of 
devitalized and/or 
infected tissue to 
promote healing. 
Injuries, 
infections, wounds 
and ulcers 
(chronic venous 
ulcers, diabetic 
ulcers) 

Removal of devitalized 
and/or infected tissue to 
promote healing.  
Injuries, infections, 
wounds and ulcers 
(chronic venous ulcers, 
diabetic ulcers) 

Excisional débridement including 
removal of foreign material at the site of 
an open fracture and/or an open 
dislocation (skin and subcutaneous 
tissues, muscle fascia, muscle, and bone.  
 
Débridement of skin (epidermis and/or 
dermis only) alone is reported using  
codes 97597 and 97598. 
 
Used to report débridement at site of each 
open fracture (bone)  

Wound preparation in anticipation 
(immediate or near future) of surgical 
reconstruction (eg, complex repair, 
flaps, grafts).  
Traumatic wounds (not associated with 
open fracture) or a necrotizing 
infection 

How to choose 
code 

Surface area of 
dermis/ epidermis 
(skin) only  

1. Depth of tissue 
 removed 
2. Surface area of the 
 wound  
3. Wounds of similar 

depth are “added” 
together in sq cm and 
reported as one code 
with associated add-
on as appropriate 

Anatomic location of open 
fracture/dislocation 
 
Documentation of excisional débridement 
 
Wounds are not added together and are 
not reported based on size of wound, but 
are based on depth of tissue/foreign 
material requiring excisional débridement. 

Anatomic area 
 
Surface area of the wound or total body 
surface area for infants/children 

Anatomic area 
covered 

Concept similar to groupings of anatomic 
location as seen in the repair and/or skin 
replacement section does not apply 

Concept similar to groupings of anatomic 
location as seen in the repair and/or skin 
replacement section does not apply 

15002/+15003 = Trunk, arms, legs 
15004/+15005 = Face, scalp, eyelids, 
mouth, neck, ears, orbits, genitalia, 
hands, feet and/or multiple digits 

Do not use for Burn(s) – see 
16000-16035 

Pressure ulcers - see 
15920-15999 
Burn(s) - see 16000-
16035 

 Pressure ulcers - see 15920-15999 

 


