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At the AAOS 2026 Innovation Theater, bold ideas meet the professionals shaping the future of musculoskeletal care. 
This is your opportunity to step up to the mic and deliver a focused, 20-minute presentation in a high-traffic area of 
the Exhibit Hall—where attendees are actively exploring new ideas and solutions.

Whether you’re introducing a new product, sharing clinical data, highlighting best practices, or positioning your 
company as a thought leader, the Innovation Theater gives you the platform to start important conversations.

AAOS 2026 Innovation Theater

Exclusive Access to Targeted Attendees
Reach an engaged audience of orthopaedic professionals who are actively looking to discover new solutions.

Prime Location
Presentations take place in a high-traffic area of the Exhibit Hall designed to attract attendee interest.

Brand Exposure
Gain exposure through multiple AAOS marketing channels before and during the meeting.

Turnkey Support
AAOS handles logistics so you can stay focused on your message.

Step Into the Spotlight
Time slots are first-come, first-served --submit your Innovation Theater application early 
to secure your preferred time.

Engage. Educate. Influence.

https://form.jotform.com/82104733688158
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Presentation Details
Each 20-minute Innovation Theater presentation includes:

AV Logistics & Support: An 80” LED screen, sound system, and technician support for a smooth, high-quality 
experience. 

�Seating for 40 Attendees: With additional standing room to increase audience capacity and visibility. 

Open, Polished Layout: The theater is carpeted, open on three sides, and features a branded back wall for a clean, 
finished look.

Pre-Event Marketing: Featured in the AAOS Annual Meeting website and mobile app.

On-Site Promotions: Highlighted on official event signage to attract in-hall traffic.

Pricing & Availability
Each option provides meaningful visibility and audience engagement—submit early to secure the time that best fits 
your meeting goals.

Standard Presentation 
Cost: $2,900
Time: During AAOS education 
sessions.

Ideal For: A budget-friendly 
way to maintain presence and 
engage attendees between 
sessions.

Premium Presentation 
Cost: $3,500
Time: During dedicated exhibit 
hours.

Ideal For: Reaching a broader 
audience when attendee focus is 
fully on the Exhibit Hall.

Happy Hour Presentation 
Cost: $4,500
Time: Wednesday, March 4 
from 3 - 5 p.m.

Ideal For: A high-energy, 
unopposed event that drives 
traffic and encourages relaxed 
interaction.

Time Tuesday, March 3 Wednesday, March 4 Thursday, March 5

9:30 – 9:50 a.m.

10 – 10:20 a.m.

10:30 – 10:50 a.m.

11 – 11:20 a.m.

12:30 - 12:50 p.m.

1 - 1:20 p.m.

1:30 – 1:50 p.m.

2 – 2:20 p.m.

2:30 – 2:50 p.m.

3 – 3:20 p.m.

3:30 – 3:50 p.m.

3:10 – 3:30 p.m.
3:40 – 4 p.m.

4:10 – 4:30 p.m.
4:40  - 5 p.m.

Standard Presentation: Premium Presentation: Happy Hour Presentation: 
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Presentation Guidelines
•  �Presenters will have access to the theater 10 minutes before the start of their 

presentation.

•  �Presentations are open to all attendees and must be offered at no cost.

•  �Attendee contact information will not be provided to the presenting company.

•  �Live demonstrations involving equipment, devices, or pharmaceuticals are not 
permitted.

•  �Presentations are not eligible for Continuing Medical Education (CME) credit.

Important Dates & Deadlines – Secure Your Spot Early!
The Innovation Theater is a highly sought-after opportunity, and presentations fill quickly. 
Mark your calendar and plan ahead to secure your preferred time slot.

September 9: Innovation Theater application opens. Presentations will be assigned on a 
first-come, first-served basis, depending on availability.

January 19: Presentation listing information is due.

Turn Your Presentation Into a Lasting Asset
For just $325, you can receive a recording of your Innovation Theater presentation—including synced slides and 
presenter audio. It’s a simple way to get continued value from your presentation and repurpose it for post-meeting 
marketing, internal training, or on-demand viewing.

Looking to build even more momentum after the meeting? Explore our Post-Meeting Opportunities to keep your 
message in front of the right audience.

AAOS Will Promote Your Presentation
Your presentation will be featured on the AAOS Annual Meeting website, the Annual Meeting Mobile App, and onsite 
signage, helping attendees discover your presentation while planning their visit to the Exhibit Hall. Each listing 
includes:

•  �Date and time of the presentation

•  �Location

•  �Presentation title, listed as “Presented by [Company Name]”

•  �Speaker(s)

•  �Brief 50-word presentation description*

Note: Presentations will not be listed until full payment has been received.

*Presentation description will only appear on the Annual Meeting website and mobile app only.  It will not appear on 
onsite signage.

mailto:sierra%40aaos.org?subject=
https://form.jotform.com/82104733688158
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Promote Your Presentation Before, During, and  
After the Meeting
A strong presentation starts with strong promotion. Leverage AAOS pre-meeting, onsite, and post-meeting 
promotional opportunities to drive attendance and extend your presentation’s impact.

Post-Meeting Opportunities 
Stay top-of-mind after the meeting ends:

  �Webinars: Re-engage with AAOS members or specific market segments relevant to 
your product or service with an online session.

  �OVT Video: Gain visibility among all AAOS members with a professionally curated 
surgical video library featuring top global experts.

Onsite Marketing 
Keep your presentation visible while attendees are onsite:

  �AAOS Now: The Daily Editions (March 2–5): Featured exposure in the official 
meeting publication.

  �Digital Display Ads: Capture attention with an ad on the high-visibility screens 
throughout the convention center.

  �Orthopaedist’s Bag: Insert your promotional material in this essential resource 
distributed to every attendee at registration or check-in.

Pre-Meeting Marketing 
Reach attendees while they’re planning their schedule:

  �Pre-Meeting Attendee List: Identify and connect with meeting registrants.

  �Pre-Meeting Attendee E-Blast: Directly promote your presentation to registrants.

  �Digital Preliminary Program: Reaches over 39,000 Academy members and provides 
a first glimpse of what’s to come at AAOS 2026.

Explore Year-Round Opportunities Beyond the  
Annual Meeting
Looking to stay visible with orthopaedic surgeons throughout the year? Our Business Development Team 
can help you explore opportunities outside of the Annual Meeting—from digital advertising and webinars to 
content partnerships and more. Contact Angela Buckley at buckley@aaos.org or Alex Ryan at aryan@aaos.org 
for more details.

mailto:sierra%40aaos.org?subject=
https://envision.freeman.com/show/aaos-2026/post-meeting-opportunities/surgeon-engagement/webinars-item
https://www.aaos.org/videos/industry-partners/
https://envision.freeman.com/show/aaos-2026/onsite-opportunities/print-media/aaos-now-the-daily-edition-march-2-5
https://www.aaos.org/globalassets/aaos-annual-meeting/exhibit-and-sponsor/promotional-opportunities/digital_ads_brochure.pdf
https://envision.freeman.com/show/aaos-2026/onsite-opportunities/print-media/orthopaedist-s-bag
https://envision.freeman.com/show/aaos-2026/pre-meeting-opportunities/print-media/pre-meeting-attendee-mail-list
https://envision.freeman.com/show/aaos-2026/pre-meeting-opportunities/digital-media/pre-meeting-attendee-eblast
https://envision.freeman.com/show/aaos-2026/pre-meeting-opportunities/digital-media/digital-preliminary-program-half-page-horizontal-within-the-program
mailto:buckley@aaos.org
mailto:aryan@aaos.org
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Eligibility
Innovation Theater presentations are exclusively 
available to companies exhibiting at AAOS 2026. 

Exclusive Early Access for Returning 
Sponsors
Exhibitors that participated in the Innovation Theater 
presentations at AAOS 2025 will receive early access 
to the 2026 application. Please note: Early access does 
not guarantee the same presentation date or time will be 
assigned for AAOS 2026. Presentation assignments will 
be determined based on availability, priority points, and 
date of the application submission.

Application & Assignment of Innovation 
Theater
a.  �The Innovation Theater application will be available 

to all exhibitors on September 9, 2025. Presentations 
will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis 
from the remaining available time slots. AAOS 
reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to assign 
Innovation Theater presentations on any other basis it 
deems appropriate.

b.  �Applications will not be accepted from meeting 
planning or other third-party companies.

c.  �Presentations will be assigned within 5 business 
days of receipt of the application. An invoice will be 
included with the assignment which will be due no 
later than 30 days from the invoice date.

d.  �Requests for multiple time slots will be at the 
discretion of AAOS.

e.  �AAOS reserves the right to review and approve all 
applications to ensure presentations are suitable for 
Annual Meeting attendees.

Payment Terms
Once Innovation Theater presentations are assigned, an 
invoice for 100% of the fees will be sent. Payment for the 
presentation will be due no later than 30 days from the 
invoice date. Presentation listings will NOT be posted 
on the Annual Meeting website or Annual Meeting 
Mobile App until 100% of the fees have been received. 
Payments are to be made:

By Check: Checks are to be made payable to AAOS (fed 
tax id 36- 2110592) in U.S. funds only and mailed to:

AAOS 2026 Annual Meeting
American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons
Attn: Exhibits
9400 West Higgins Road
Rosemont, IL 60018

Please be sure to include the exhibiting company name 
or order number with the check.

By Credit Card: The required balance due can be paid 
by credit card online through the Exhibitor Resource 
Center. NOTE: All credit card payments will be assessed 
with a non-refundable 2.5% credit card surcharge.

By Wire Transfer or ACH Payments:

Make payment to:
Beneficiary: AAOS
Huntington National Bank
5600 N River Road
Rosemont, IL 60018
Account #: 01068363979
ABA #: 044000024
Swift Code: HUNTUS33

Please be sure to include the exhibiting company name 
or order number with the wire transfer. The exhibiting 
company is responsible for all bank fees.

Invoices: Invoices are available for viewing, 
downloading, printing, and online payment at any time 
through the Exhibitor Resource Center. Presentation 
listings will NOT be posted on the Annual Meeting 
website or Annual Meeting Mobile App until 100% of the 
fees have been received.

Cancellation Policy
All cancellations for an Innovation Theater presentation 
must be sent in writing to sierra@aaos.org. Written notice 
of cancellation must be received by the date listed below 
to be eligible for a refund:

AAOS retains 50% of the presentation fees for 
any cancellation within 30 days of application 
submission.

AAOS retains 100% of the presentation fees for 
any cancellation made after 30 days of application 
submission.

AAOS retains 100% of the presentation fees for 
any cancellation made on or after January 3, 2026, 
regardless of the submission date.

*If a balance for an Innovation Theater presentation is 
still outstanding at the time of cancellation, the sponsor 
will be responsible for the remaining balance. The 
cancellation of a presentation does not eliminate an 
outstanding balance.

A refund will not be granted for an Innovation Theater 
presentation canceled due to the cancellation of exhibit 
space. Cancellation of exhibit space will automatically 
cancel any associated opportunities, including 
Innovation Theater presentations, surgeon engagement 
activities, and promotional or advertising opportunities. 

Application/Contract Policies

mailto:sierra%40aaos.org?subject=
https://form.jotform.com/82104733688158
mailto:sierra@aaos.org
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In addition, all assigned hotel or convention center 
meeting space and sleeping rooms will be released. 
Priority points will not be awarded for canceled 
Innovation Theater presentations, even if the full 
balance has been paid.  

Badges
All exhibitors, presenters, and attendees will be required 
to wear their AAOS official badges for admission to 
Innovation Theater presentations.

CME Accreditation
AAOS does not provide Continuing Medical Education 
(CME) accreditation for exhibitor educational 
presentations. Exhibitors are not allowed to offer CME 
credits for Innovation Theater presentations.

Lead Retrieval
Exhibitors are not allowed to scan and capture AAOS 
badge barcode data at their Innovation Theater 
presentations.

Publicity and Advertising
AAOS is not responsible for unsatisfactory attendance 
and/or marketing of the Innovation Theater 
presentations. It is the responsibility of the company 
coordinating the Innovation Theater presentations 
to market this event. Advance marketing is critical to 
attracting the appropriate audience.

Approval of Promotional Materials
All promotional materials (including announcements, 
invitations, emails, websites, social media posts, 
advertisements, and flyers) promoting a company’s 
Innovation Theater presentations be approved by AAOS 
prior to printing and/or distribution. Final versions 
of materials should be submitted via the Advertising 
Approval Request form. While AAOS will make every 
effort to grant approvals in a timely fashion, please allow 
a minimum of five (5) business days for approval.

Guidelines for Promotional Materials
a.  �AAOS does not endorse nor consider any Innovation 

Theater presentation as part of the official program. 
The following statement must appear in any 
promotional material:

a.  �“This Innovation Theater presentation is a 
promotional activity and is not approved for 
continuing medical education credit. The content 
of this presentation and the opinions expressed by 
presenters are those of the “Presenting Company’s 
Name” or presenters and do not represent an 
endorsement, nor imply that the products have 
been evaluated or approved by the AAOS.”

b.  �The use of the name, insignia, logo, logotype or 
other identifying marks of the American Academy 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons/ American Association 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons, other than the approved 
exhibitor graphic, is never to be used in signs, 
advertising or promotions in any media or on 
descriptive product literature.

c.  �Any inclusion of “AAOS” or “American Academy of 
Orthopaedic Surgeons” requires written approval 
from AAOS.

d.  �Wording such as “presented in conjunction with,” 
“preceding”, “prior”, during, or “after” the AAOS 
Annual Meeting is not allowed. The only exception is 
that presenting companies may reference the AAOS 
Annual Meeting in a format like:

a.  �[Innovation Theater Presentation Title] presented 
by [Company Name], [Date, Time] located in 
[Location} at AAOS 2026.

e.  �These rules apply to promotional materials developed 
for use before, during, and after the AAOS Annual 
Meeting. Please refer to the Publicity and Advertising 
Guidelines for more details.

Promotional Materials Distribution 
Guidelines
Except for distribution from the approved AAOS 
Orthopaedist’s Bag, AAOS’ onsite newspaper, within 
the exhibitor’s allotted exhibit space, or Innovation 
Theater counter the distribution of handbills, fliers, or 
other literature within the New Orleans Ernest N. Morial 
Convention Center, AAOS official hotels, or other venues 
are prohibited. Order forms for inclusion of promotional 
materials in the official AAOS Orthopaedist’s Bag, 
AAOS’ onsite newspaper, or the AAOS Annual Meeting 
pre-registration list order forms are available on the 
Promotional Opportunities web page.

Presenters/Speakers
All speakers/presenters for Innovation Theater 
presentations must be registered for AAOS 2026. 
Orthopaedic healthcare professionals must register 
as medical attendees, while all other presenters must 
be registered using the company’s exhibitor badge 
allotment. Additional or complimentary badges will not 
be provided for presenters. The exhibiting company is 
responsible for ensuring that all speakers are registered 
appropriately and wearing their official meeting badge to 
access the exhibit hall.

Product Demonstrations
Live demonstrations for the purpose of demonstrating 
techniques that involve equipment, devices, or 
pharmaceuticals are not permitted.

mailto:sierra%40aaos.org?subject=
https://form.jotform.com/NoelES/company-advertisement-approvals
https://form.jotform.com/NoelES/company-advertisement-approvals
https://www.aaos.org/globalassets/aaos-annual-meeting/exhibit-and-sponsor/exhibitor-service-manual/publicity_and_advertising_guidelines.pdf
https://www.aaos.org/globalassets/aaos-annual-meeting/exhibit-and-sponsor/exhibitor-service-manual/publicity_and_advertising_guidelines.pdf
https://www.aaos.org/annual/exhibit-sponsor/promotional-opportunities/
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Ownership of Copyright for Content of 
Innovation Theater Presentations 
Copyright of the content presented at the Innovation 
Theater shall be owned by the Innovation Theater 
presenter with all rights intact. The Innovation Theater 
presenter is responsible for obtaining copyright 
permissions and licenses for materials previously 
copyrighted that will be used as part of the Innovation 
Theater presentation.

Indemnification
Exhibitors that are assigned an Innovation Theater 
presentations at AAOS 2026 agree to indemnify, defend, 
and hold harmless the AAOS, its employees, directors, 
agents, representatives, and any affiliated organizations 
against any and all claims, judgments, fees, demands, 
settlements and expenses (including reasonable 

attorneys’ fees) that arise as a result of the company’s 
performance, or nonperformance, of duties in this 
Agreement.

Terms and Conditions
As a condition for holding a presentation, each exhibitor, 
their agents, and employees shall agree to abide by all 
terms, policies, and guidelines as outlined in the Exhibit 
Prospectus in addition to the policies specifically cited 
for the Innovation Theater presentations.

Violation of Rules and Regulations
Innovation Theater presentations found to be in violation 
of AAOS guidelines or policies outlined above and in the 
Exhibit Prospectus shall be immediately discontinued 
and risk loss of priority points for the 2027 Annual 
Meeting or other action deemed appropriate by AAOS.

Apply Now!
Innovation Theater Application

mailto:sierra%40aaos.org?subject=
https://www.aaos.org/globalassets/aaos-annual-meeting/exhibit-and-sponsor/apply-for-exhibit-space/exhibit_prospectus.pdf
https://www.aaos.org/globalassets/aaos-annual-meeting/exhibit-and-sponsor/apply-for-exhibit-space/exhibit_prospectus.pdf
https://www.aaos.org/globalassets/aaos-annual-meeting/exhibit-and-sponsor/apply-for-exhibit-space/exhibit_prospectus.pdf
https://form.jotform.com/82104733688158

