
 

 

  

May 13, 2025 

 To: North Carolina Orthopaedic Association Colleagues 

 As you may be aware, the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons is presently considering 
revisions to the AAOS bylaws.  This issue has garnered a lot of attention throughout the national 
orthopaedic community and concerns have surfaced among some of the AAOS’ members across 
the country.  The AAOS is a close national partner for the NCOA and our leadership felt an 
obligation to try to bring some perspective and clarity to what is under consideration since our 
collective state-national organizational effectiveness could be impacted. 

 In light of the controversy that has arisen as result of the pending bylaw revisions, the NCOA 
leadership, invited current AAOS President and North Carolina colleague, Dr. Ned Amendola, to 
attend our recent NCOA Executive Committee meeting.  Dr. Amendola accepted the invitation and 
we enjoyed a candid and objective discussion of the bylaw amendments and their 
impact.  Concerns that have been widely circulated across the country were raised and Dr. 
Amendola shared background and clarification on the intent and impact of the changes.  

 Our leadership felt an obligation to our membership and to the AAOS to do our due diligence in 
gaining a better understanding of the bylaw revisions and as a result of the process, the NCOA 
Executive Committee voted unanimously to support the proposed amendments.  

 The recommendation of our leadership to all North Carolina members of the AAOS is that you 
participate in the balloting process and vote on the revisions according to your own personal 
assessment of the changes put forward.  The NCOA respects the independent opinions of all 
members and we appreciate each member’s engagement.  

 Thank you and best regards, 

Kevin E. Coates, MD 
President 
North Carolina Orthopaedic Association 
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