Staff Newsletter

Knee'd To Know
April 5, 2022

Human
Resources
AAOS Gives Back

Team AAOS has a wonderful opportunity to volunteer with Special Olympics Illinois to help the athletes
at their Spring Games, on Saturday, May 14th and Sunday, May 15th! The event will take place at
Prospect High School, 801 W Kensington Rd, Mt Prospect, IL 60056. Everyone is welcome to
participate, whether you have volunteered for anything in the past or not! You can also volunteer as an
individual or form a Team with your AAOS colleagues!
Family and friends are also able to participate. Volunteers must be twelve and older, however, those
under twelve are welcome to participate by cheering on the athletes from the stands! There are a variety
of options to volunteer, whether for a couple of hours to a full day, as well as the choice of one or both
days.
Special Olympics has designated spots for Team AAOS to help the athletes get organized and prepared
to go to competition, as well as helping with check in and the opening ceremony. If needed, Special
Olympics Illinois will open additional designated spots for Team AAOS to volunteer.
Volunteers are welcome to attend on Saturday, Sunday, or both days! If you are unable to volunteer for
a half or full day, please reach out to Joanna Sheasby with your availability and she will work out a
volunteer opportunity for you.
Saturday, May 14th Events (from 2PM-7PM)
Sunday, May 15th Events (from 8AM to 4PM)
Volunteers will receive lunch and a t-shirt from Special Olympics, and the opportunity to have an exciting
time while being an influential part in contributing to the best possible athlete experience!
Register on Volunteerhub to participate! Please see the attachment with any questions you may have on
how to sign up. Spots are filling up fast (the last day to sign up is 4/15/22)!
If you are not in the Rosemont area, or cannot volunteer during this time, please check out other ways
you can volunteer:
Programs (specialolympics.org)

Live Events
Annual Meeting applications opened on April 1st for our 2023 Annual Meeting, and we are
excited. Spread the word for everyone to submit their applications for ICLs and Symposia by the
May 2nd deadline; and for Papers and Posters by the June 1st deadline and for OVT by the July
15th deadline. Applications will open on the AAOS website.

Marketing,
Communications and
Membership
AAOS 2021 Annual Report: Because It Matters
AAOS unveiled its 2021 Annual Report last month to our
volunteers and leaders with high acclaim. Thanks to all the
business leads who helped contribute and review content.
This final spread demonstrates the collective hard work of so
many, numerous accomplishments across this organization,
and exemplifies the staff core values of teamwork,
empowerment, accountability and a mindset of growth. Let's
celebrate this impressive and collaborative achievement
together! If you haven't reviewed the Annual Report yet,
please take a peak HERE.
AAOS 2020 Annual Report Named Silver Winner in Association Trends TRENDY Awards
Members of the MCM team submitted the 2020 AAOS Annual Report "Now More Than Ever" to
the 2022 Association Trends TRENDY awards. The report was named a Silver Winner (second
place) in the Annual Report category! Kudos to the project team, Todd Applebaum, Ryann
Hoffenberg, Lauren Pearson Riley and Tony Priore on a job well done! View the full list of
association winners HERE.
To view the 2020 Annual Report, click HERE.

AAOS Annual Meeting Press Kit
As noted in February, the AAOS Annual Meeting media program helps drive awareness of
orthopaedic news and trends across national news audiences by positioning AAOS members as
go-to experts for clinical news that is shaping the future of patient care. At the core of the program
is a comprehensive online press kit which serves as a hub for national media and registered onsite media to curate their news stories. This year’s press kit featured more than 20 press releases,
highlights from the AAOS 2021 Annual Report, and direct access to the AAOS Now Daily Editions.
We will be tracking metrics for the site in the coming weeks. You can view the complete press kit
in the AAOS Newsroom!
Meet the 2022-23 Social Media Ambassadors
Meet the 2022-2023 AAOS Social Media Ambassadors! As several members concluded their
terms in March, we welcomed eight new members to the group. New ambassadors include Cory
Calendine, MD, FAAOS, a hip and knee specialist from Nashville, Tennessee. With a collective
following of nearly 100,000 followers, he posts educational and day-in-the-life style content for
both orthopaedic surgeons and patients. Another new ambassador of note is Kamran Hamid, MD,
MPH, FAAOS. He is a foot and ankle surgeon from Chicago who creates humorous and satirical
videos about being an orthopaedic surgeon.
During their two-year terms, members actively engage with major AAOS social media campaigns
and work with staff to identify ideas, conversation-starters and other campaigns for social media
engagement and promotion. You can find all these members on Twitter and Instagram by
searching their handles listed above.
Have a question, idea, or want to learn more about AAOS social media? Reach out to Megan
Mullen, AAOS social media manager.

Office of Government Relations

AAOS-Supported Lorna Breen Bill Signed into Law
On March 18, President Biden signed the AAOS-supported Dr. Lorna Breen Health Care Provider
Protection Act (H.R. 1667) into law. Earlier this month, AAOS also joined with other health care
organizations to thank congressional sponsors of the legislation for its successful passage. The bill
is named after Lorna Breen, MD, an emergency physician at New York-Presbyterian Allen
Hospital in New York City who died by suicide in April 2020. The legislation will provide funds to
help reduce and prevent mental and behavioral health conditions, suicide, and burnout, as well as
increase access to evidence-based treatment for physicians, medical students, and other health
care professionals. AAOS worked to garner support for the legislation during Orthopaedic
Advocacy Week and through the AAOS Advocacy Action Center, resulting in 32 additional
cosponsors. It was also featured as the topic of episode 21 on the AAOS Advocacy Podcast which
can be heard here. Learn more on AAOS Advocacy...

President Biden signed the Dr. Lorna Breen Provider Protection Act into law on March 18, 2022. Also pictured: Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi, Rep.
Susan Wild, Rep. Judy Chu, Chairman Frank Pallone, HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra, Senator Tim Kaine, and the family of Dr. Lorna Breen

OrthoPAC Success at 2022 AAOS Annual Meeting
The Orthopaedic PAC (OrthoPAC) had a successful 2022 AAOS Annual Meeting. AAOS staff and
members of the OrthoPAC Executive Committee spoke with hundreds of attendees about the
importance of the political program and advocacy, raising over $100k during the week for
OrthoPAC. At the OrthoPAC Donor Appreciation Luncheon, Charlie Cook, founder of the Cook
Political Report, spoke with 2021 and 2022 PAC donors about the upcoming midterm elections,
predicting that Republicans will take back the House, and emphasizing the need for physicians to
get involved in the political process. In addition, over 150 AAOS fellows and residents gathered for
the 6th Annual Resident Reception to celebrate the residency programs with the highest PAC
participation in 2021. Congratulations to University of Hawaii for achieving 100% resident
participation! Finally, the PAC welcomed a new member to the Advisor’s Circle corporate donor
program: New Mexico Orthopaedic Associates (NMOA). NMOA joined the other Advisor’s Circle
members for an event with Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-IL), a strong supporter of AAOS
legislative priorities and whose district includes the AAOS Headquarters. A special thank you to
the following AAOS employees who have donated to the PAC in 2022: Laura Abrahams,
Tom Arend, Catherine Boudreaux Hayes, Arielle Broussard, Dino Damalas, Nate
Glusenkamp, Ben Harkinson, Thomas James, Cavan Jones, Thomas Kincheloe, Graham
Newson, Jason Nippa, Tony Priore, Joanna Sheasby, Brittany Starr, Paul Zemaitis.
If you have not yet given this year, and would like to, you can do so HERE.

PRIDE Ortho
PRIDE Ortho is a group of proactive members of the LGBTQ+ community and their allies with a
mission to provide mentorship, networking and a sense of belonging for members of the
orthopaedic community. The group held its first in-person gathering at the AAOS 2022 Annual
Meeting. The luncheon saw a tremendous turnout, including members of the AAOS leadership
and staff!
Drs. Guy and Savoie, and Tom Arend attended the luncheon to show their support for PRIDE
Ortho and the LGBTQ+ community. A highlight of the event was when a photographer captured a
slow-motion, close-up panning video, featuring attendees standing proudly with each other. To
learn more about PRIDE Ortho, visit their website HERE.
"As a member of the DEI staff group at AAOS, I was happy to identify myself to members of this
group as a friendly face at AAOS," said Steven Kellert. "Representation matters...It is important for
them to know that they can come to AAOS as a surgeon member and not have to hide their
LGBTQ+ identity to have their needs met."
Other DEI-related events that took place at
Annual Meeting included:
“Strategic Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Leadership in Orthopaedics” Session
“Diversity Alliances” Engagement
Theater Presentation
“Increasing Diversity in Orthopaedics”
Session
“President’s Forum on Ethics,
Professionalism and Harassment”
“Medical Student Research and DEI”
Engagement Theater Presentation
“Diversity, Humanitarian and Tipton
Awards” Engagement Theater
Presentation

Are you interested in hearing about new opportunities at AAOS in real time? Enter your email address
at the bottom of this page to be notified automatically when new positions are posted.
Don’t see quite the right opportunity for someone you know posted right now? By using this link, you
can refer amazing individuals to our organization for future consideration! Remember, if your referral is
hired, you receive $1,000! Read more about our referral policy here.
Here are our current open roles:
Data Scientist
Full Stack .NET Engineer
Health Informatics Support Specialist
Research Analyst, Evidence Based Medicine
Technical Lead

Announcements

Virtual Exercise Classes are now on
Microsoft Teams!
Virtual Pound with Natalie Tuesdays @4pm - Find the
link on the Hub
Restorative Yoga with Jackie Wednesdays @12pm- Find
the link on the Hub
Virtual Zumba with Kym Thursdays @4pm - Find the
link on the Hub.
Additional recycling bins will be
available Tuesday April 19 Thursday April 21 in both the
Rosemont and DC offices to
promote responsible disposal of
office materials and office
decluttering in celebration of Earth
Week!

Terry Beck and Mary Bernico are
participating in the 15th Anniversary
PanCAN Purple Stride Walk for
Pancreatic Cancer in memory of
Terry's cousin Missy. To donate to
this worthy cause and support our
fellow staff members, click HERE.

Next Edition

The Next Edition of Knee'd To Know
will be sent on: April 19, 2022
Submissions due by: April 15, 2022 @
5pm CT
Submissions should be 200 words or
less and can include photos and/or
hyperlinks
Email submissions to KTK@aaos.org

Welcome to the
AAOS Family!

Kristen Coultas and her family
welcomed
Owen Agustin Coultas
on March 9, 2022.
Mom and baby are doing well, and the
new family of four (including big
sister/dog Penny) is feeling so much
love!
Welcome to the AAOS Family Owen!

